
9.8.5 Widely Spaced Tree Plantings 

 

9.8.5.1 General Provisions 

 

CCX Members and Participant Members may earn Carbon Financial Instruments for widely spaced tree 

planting projects initiated on or after January 1, 1990, on land not forested, or on land that had been 

degraded or unforested condition on December 31, 1989. The determination of density specifications for 

widely-spaced will be determined by the CCX Forestry Committee. 

 

CCX aggregators must maintain a detailed database documenting planting dates and establishing that 

landowners with significant direct greenhouse gas emissions must be CCX Members in order to earn 

Carbon Financial Instruments for widely spaced tree planting projects. CCX aggregators must provide 

contractual evidence with each individual landowner regarding the permanence of maintaining the tree 

plantings into the future. 

 

9.8.5.2 Quantification 

 

The coefficients in Appendix Table 9.2B shall be applied for widely spaced tree planting Projects, 

including urban and suburban tree planting programs, undertaken in the U.S. and Canada. The CCX 

Forestry Committee may recommend modifications to the Tables provided in Appendix 9.2. 

 

  



Appendix 9.2B Methods for Quantifying Carbon Accumulation for Urban and Suburban 

Tree Planting Programs 

 

Step 1: Determine the number and species of qualifying live trees standing at the end of 2002 (or upon 

Project registration) on lands included in the CCX-registered Project. Qualifying trees are those planted 

after December 31, 1989 on sites not forested at that time. 

 

Annual carbon sequestration values are calculated per one hundred trees. 

 

Step 2: Reference Table 9.3B to determine how many trees in the Project (rounded to the nearest 

hundred) correspond to the tree types listed below (species: H = Hardwood, C = Conifer) and growth 

rates (S = Slow, M = Moderate, F = Fast). 

 

Do not include trees with diameters less than 1 inch at breast height. 

 

Step 3: Apply the annual carbon accumulation values provided in Table 9.3C to determine annual metric 

tons of CO2. 

 

For the purpose of calculating Tree Age in order to use Table 9.3C, zero-year trees are 1 inch in 

diameter at Breast Height (total diameter at Breast Height of all trunks for multi-trunk trees). 

 

To calculate Tree Age for trees with a diameter greater than 1 inch, use the following formula: 

 

(Tree diameter (in inches) – 1) multiplied by 3.  Round the result to the nearest whole number. 

 

Retain all worksheets, calculations, field assessments and other information on tree counts. 

 

Calculation  A city planted 10,000 two-inch diameter White Ash trees in 1996. Those 

Example:  trees were therefore age 3 in 1996, so they are age 10 during 2003.  The city concludes 

that 90% of the trees survived through 2002 (9,000 remain alive). 

 

The carbon sequestration calculation is as follows: 

 

Tree type:     White Ash 

Tree count:     9,000 

Tree types, growth rate:   H, F 

Carbon accumulated during 2003  90 x 2.25 = 202.5 metric tons CO2 (round up to 203 metric tons). 

  



Appendix Table 9.2B1 Tree Types and Growth Rates Applied to Urban and Suburban Tree 

Plantings30 

 

 
30 “Method for Calculating Carbon Sequestration by Trees in Urban and Suburban Settings,” in Energy Information  

Administration, U.S. Department of Energy, Voluntary Reporting of Greenhouse Gases, April 1998. 

  



 
  



Appendix 9.2B2 Annual CCX Carbon Accumulation Quantities for Urban and Suburban Tree 

Plantings (Metric tons CO2) per One Hundred Trees by Tree Type and Age 

 

 
 

 



Appendix 9.2Ci CCX Approved Certification Schemes for Sustainable Forest Management31 

 

 
_________________________ 
31 http://www.pefc.org/internet/html/members_schemes/4_1120_59.htm 

  



 

 

  



Appendix 9.2Cii . Selected CCX factors for Average Disposition Patterns of Carbon as fractions of 

Roundwood by Region and Roundwood Category (assuming no bark on roundwood and 

excluding fuel wood)32 

 

 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

 


